                                                        Tribute to the Vets:                              May-20-2015
A Tribute to the Vets has been on the back burner for as long as I (Bob Crout) can remember. I think it’s time we, the CCA Members, do something about it in the next two years. I would like to see something in place by Canada’s birthday in 2017.

Reasoning:

1- It gives us time to dot, all the I’s and cross all the T’s,

2- It finally gives respect and a place in this community for those who served,  and their families -  remember many of the streets in the area have a military reference for a reason. We are the first neighbourhood in the country that constructed Vets housing (starting in 1946),

3- Timing is right and is also an issue – we are now on the second generation of the original Vets, 

4- And lastly we have some funds ($1,000) to start the ball rolling.

In the past the Board has tried to develop community. That’s why we started the Shinny Tournament and the Family Fun Day, both of which are well attended and show community spirit and pride. 

 Doing this project for the Vets will continue to build that Community Pride. 

I can say this issue has made the rounds. Here is where the City and at this point we stand.

Originally, I had hoped to place the Bench (because the city has a Commemorative Bench program) in the triangle but that has its drawbacks. It is not considered as parkland.

Point 1
The issue of making the triangle at Carling and Merivale a City Park is not supported because:

To quote the city “Both the Manager of Parks, Buildings and Grounds in the Public Works Department and the Parks, and Recreation and Culture Department have indicated that they will not consent to this change of use as this triangle would not be a viable park”.
Point 2
If we still would like the bench to be installed at that location, we will need to go through another department namely:  

“Infrastructure Approvals, Right of Ways Information and Approvals Unit, in addition with regards to maintenance of the bench, Public Works Roads do not assume replacement or life cycle on a bench that does not belong to them. In terms of placement of the bench in the right of way, they would not be responsible should it be damaged by their equipment or materials used for road maintenance.”
In other words we would be responsible for maintenance, repair and/or replacement.

And that lead’s us into Point 3
It was recommended that: 

· A very good alternative would be to have the bench installed in Harrold Place Park, which is only 100 metres from the triangle, and is right in the middle of the veteran housing area. There is plenty of space available there for the bench. 

· In this case, when you donate a bench to a City of Ottawa Park, the bench becomes part of the City’s inventory and will be maintained for the life of the bench. The exception to this is the bronze plaque which is the donor’s responsibility if it were stolen or if there was damage to it. 
Point 4

I am in talks with The Royal Canadian Legion in order to receive authorization for the use of the Poppy symbol in the Plaque. They will get back to me after they evaluate the idea. They seemed interested in the project.
Point 5
At this point, I would like a vote from the Membership continue with the project to place the Bench in Harrold Place Park.  

Before you vote here are points to consider:

Tapping into other city programs:

· Any funds we could have tapped into were all used up by the previous Councillor as noted in the Citizen Newspaper, 
· The city does not support any other format other than the Commemorative Bench program at a very reasonable cost. 
Cost:

    -    About $3,500 plus tax for the bench – The city will provide translation and the maintenance, repair and/or replacement for the life of the bench,

        -    The Plaque inscription is up to us to pay for – with input from the Legion,
Time frame for the project:
· I would still like to go with 2017 – it gives us time to raise the additional funds needed. It is also Canada’s 150 Birthday, 
·  Note: and the city will look after the Bench for the life of the Bench but not any damage to the Plaque.
If you have any questions bring your questions to the AGM.
-----------------------------------------

I would like to propose the following motions at the May CCA AGM:

1.
That the CCA go forward with the project to commemorate the Veterans of Carlington by having a Commemorative Bench placed in Harrold Place Park in 2017 to commemorate the Veterans on Canada’s 150 Birthday.
If the membership agrees to go forward with the project to commemorate the Vets of Carlington I have been requested to put forward a second motion.

2. That, we the community already have a donation of $1000.00 and will raise the remaining funds (estimated at $3000) to pay for the Commemorative Bench tribute. 
